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Background 

 Barnes Park, a campground and day park located in Eastport, Michigan has 
been owned/operated by Antrim County since 1939. The campground is situated on 
more than 150 acres of park/forest land which includes 1800 feet of Lake Michigan 
frontage, wetland, forest, hiking trails and bathing beach. The campground seasonally 
hosts campers each year, who come to stay in the park and enjoy the rustic scenery 
while embracing the family oriented communal feel of the park. 

The campground currently has a total of 116 sites, which are split into electric, rustic 
and group camping areas. These sites are rented within the guidelines of the ordinance, 
using an online reservation system called Campspot which was adopted in 2020. 

In 2021 the County Administrator tasked the Parks Director with developing a 5 and ten 
year plan for improvements to the park. The list was never intended to be all inclusive, 
but was to be utilized as a living document to ensure improvements were planned. 
Maintenance remains a primary goal, but after two years of removing dead trees and 
correcting issues at Barnes Park, the park is nearing a maintainable status. 

This plan was written in 2022, but was discussed verbally and agreed to by the Antrim 
County Board of Directions in 2021, where several projects were approved and slated 
for funding in 2022 commencing phase one. All discussions regarding this occurred 
during public meetings, and their context documented during meeting minutes available 
on our website. 

As when possible, grants and private donations will be utilized for improvements. 
Multiple grants have been identified as possibilities. Grants are not guaranteed funds 
and should be applied for when possible in the interest of leveraging funds to reduce 
burden. 

Expansion goals 

 This expansion will involve using the central portion of the park, a connecting 
road off the east portion of the park and a road on the southwest portion. 

The central field is currently a large grass field which is used one day a year as a 
parking lot for the Petoskey Stone Festival and has been used for rustic campsites for 
some time now. 

The eastern road will be carefully placed located by Parks employees and have 
campsites on either side. The location of this starts at campsite #12, and travels 
easterly into the forest, then south where it re-enters the existing campground near 
campsite # 41/42 (Rustic walk in sites).  

The southwest portion will consist of a road into the 17 acres of unused forest. A road 
will be carefully placed by Parks employees. This area will host rustic only camping, 
which will be sparsely placed. 
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The entirety of the campground improvement portions of this project will involve the 
replanting/relocating of dozens of trees, aesthetic improvements and grade 
improvements. Erosion controls shall be implemented & improvements planned prior to 
implementation. Each improvement will be taken under careful consideration, with an 
abundance of ‘green space’ added to ensure the rustic feel of the campground is 
maintained. 

Goal 1 Increase access to the park. This can be done by eventually increasing the 
amount of campsites to a finished product of 160 sites. These will be used by residents 
and visitors who wish to camp at the campground. This will allow more residents and 
visitors to be able to stay, and the Parks & Recreation plan to come to fruition by 
offering a funding source to do so. In accordance with P&R 21-25 Goal #1. 

Goal 2 of the project is to revamp/reorganize existing sites to improve access and 
aesthetics along with usability. This will be focused especially on areas requiring 
reorganization to bring them into compliance with EGLE requirements (EGLE is the 
governing organization who sets the rules/regulations for Campgrounds operated in 
Michigan). In accordance with P&R 21-25 Goal #1. 

Goal 3 Provide barrier free access to Lake Michigan, campground & facilities where 
possible in accordance with P&R 21-25 Goal #4. 

Goal 4 Provide educational opportunities for topics not limited to geographically 
accurate Indigenous American history, environmental facts, importance of the Antrim 
watershed, invasive species & stewardship opportunities etc. through interpretive signs 
at the park office, overlooks and throughout the trail network. In addition, Park Rangers 
are to be trained and knowledgeable for the eventual goal of providing guided tours on 
Parks properties. In accordance with P&R 21-25 Goal # 7. 

Goal 5 Reforestation of deforested portions of the park and campground. Stabilization 
of the soil near the wetlands portion of the park and dunes near Lake Michigan. In 
accordance with P&R 21-25 Goal #7. 

Design 

 The campground is known for being wooded and rustic. This theme will continue 
with an emphasis on greenspace & visual breaks throughout the park to maintain the 
“woodland” character the park is known for. Any designs will incorporate natural 
vegetation & minimal environmental damage.  

Designs will involve utilizing the natural features available and incorporating them.  

Project Phases 

The project is to be completed in phases to allow for as many grants as possible 
to be used throughout the project. This will also allow community collaboration to occur 
& citizen input to help lead the project. The phases do not necessarily have to go in 
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order, but are simply laid out in a logical format for implementation and funding 
considerations. 

Throughout these phases, bathrooms and other needed upgrades will occur in 
conjunction with phased approaches as those items are maintenance related. 

Phase One 

Phase one will involve installation of the three roadways, these will allow for 
additional campsites to be placed on either side of those roads. Mature trees are to be 
selected by a professional for replanting for the Central Field and near campsites where 
trees have had to be removed. Engineered plans will be drafted & an EGLE permit 
requested for the FY23 camping season to allow the aforementioned time to stabilize & 
establish their roots prior to campers inhabiting sites near them.  

In addition, the playground expansion involving a ages 2-5 playground area and 
installation of other playground equipment to give a face lift to the park which is loved by 
so many. Trails to the bathrooms, benches and shade are to be installed during this 
phase. 

Phase Two 

Phase two will involve the opening of the campsites mentioned during Phase 1. 
Installation of electrical posts on campsites in need of updates will be targeted first to 
ensure worn out equipment is upgraded to maintain safety.  

This phase will involve the installation of vault toilets near the edge of the eastern 
roadway installed during phase one. This phase will require engineered plans and may 
also require an additional drain field to be added to the existing two fields, but this will 
be evaluated by the engineer & appropriate action taken at that time.  

Phase Three 

Phase three will involve the installation of a barrier free water access path on the 
southwest portion of the campground where there is currently a steep gravel access 
path. This path will be a series of decks and ramps, complete with informational boards, 
built in seating and viewing decks. This will involve dune repair and selective cutting to 
allow visitors to see Grand Traverse Bay.  

In addition, a pathway down from the lowest viewing deck will be installed to provide 
barrier free access directly to the water, with the pathway being completed by a roll out 
walkway which is installed and removed each year by staff. 

During this phase, the roads will be repaved or spot repaired as funds will allow. 
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Phase Four 

Phase four involves the installation of an additional bathhouse facility. Currently, the 
existing two were constructed in 2003 & 1969. The site for this has not been identified at 
the time of this plan, but as usage patterns become established, likely near phase three, 
we will identify the ideal location.  

Engineered plans 

 Plans for Barnes Park were last updated in 2005 when Lennox & Assoc. made a 
drawing of the campground. The plans are outdated and any expansion will require 
engineered plans to be made per NW Health Dept. These plans are required to be 
drafted by an engineer prior to additional campsites being installed due to applicable 
law from EGLE.  

The governing document from the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy, Drinking water and Environmental health division (EGLE) is ‘Legislation 
governing Campgrounds Part 125 of Public Health Code, Act 368 of 1978, as amended’ 
the governing document for Campgrounds. All plans will be drafted in accordance with 
this document along with federal, state and local laws. The entirety of this project shall 
adhere to County policy. 

Site Survey & boundary identification 

 Barnes Park has not been surveyed in excess of twenty years. Currently it is 
hard to define where the park boundaries truly are. A survey is to be completed to allow 
for identification of borders, so clearly communicated borders through aesthetically 
pleasing signs can be erected.  

This will protect adjacent property owners and park lands by clearly identifying the park 
boundary so signs & communications can be made to eliminate trespassing. 

Accessibility 

 Although Parks is not required to provide accessibility, it is our goal that all parts 
of this expansion will involve as many barrier free features as possible to provide as 
much access to all visitors as is possible. Providing water access to Lake Michigan is a 
primary goal for the project. Future designs will incorporate barrier free features to 
provide access to all. 

Playground 

The central field playground was installed nearly twenty years ago with some 
equipment being older. If equipment is able to be recertified as safe by the 
manufacturer, it will be maintained on the playground as long as it remains in good 
condition. In 2022, the playground is set to be increased in size to incorporate a 0-5 
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playset installed which will be fenced in. In addition, a central play structure, benches 
and artificial shade are to be installed. 

The playground will also have two defined trails which connect to the bathhouses. 
Adjacent to the playground is the “reserved zone” for future expansion of the septic 
fields. This area will continue to be maintained, but will be maintained so as to provide a 
space for recreation.   

Trees & property maintenance 

 Trees in locations set to be cut for roadways or other improvements will first be 
evaluated by a professional tree relocating service. If the tree is believed to be in good 
health and is able to be moved economically, mature trees will be moved instead of 
being cut. Mature trees can only be moved during dormancy in Spring or late fall and 
require time to become re-established. Keeping transplanted trees isolated from 
vehicles and foot traffic is important to ensure tampering does not occur and will be 
done when possible. 

Trees who are too large to move or deemed unhealthy will be taken down and piled for 
future identified by the County Forester for sale when possible to ensure there is 
minimal or no waste. Pulp wood logs taken down during improvements will be kept for 
landscaping. 

It is the expectation of the public, and in the best interest of all visitors for dangerous 
trees to be identified and removed. Trees have life spans which range based on their 
specie and the condition of their existence. When possible, trees will have replacements 
planted nearby so as when one has to be removed its replacement is already 
established. 

There is a major problem in the park with dead/dying Black Spruce and Red Pine which 
were believed to have been planted sometime around the 1950’s. These trees have 
surpassed their lives or have contracted disease. When they show signs of being mostly 
dead, they are to be removed and replaced. 

Trees removed during this written plan are to be replaced with a 2:1 ratio, two replacing 
every one taken when possible. Barnes Park has two significant deforested areas, the 
central field and the old baseball field located in the southeast corner of the Park.  

Road Requirements & improvements 

 The road will eventually be paved with asphalt, but will initially be gravel. Any 
road plans should involve the ability to add a paved surface with minimal reconstruction 
required later. The road shall be constructed of generally low dust material.  

The road shall be 20 feet wide or as applicable by EGLE requirements. In 2020 a quote 
was completed to resurface the existing roadways inside the park. The intent is to 
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resurface the roads beginning in 2024, as they have already surpassed their lifespan 
and are damaged. 

Campsites 

 Campsites must be at least 1200 sq. ft. and have no less than 15 feet of road 
frontage. Sites must be directly along the road. An example of the size of the sites are 
20 ft x 60 ft. Each additional campsite will incorporate a 50/30/20A weather resistant 
power pedestal. Should a post need to be moved this should be carefully considered 
and completed. 

Barnes Park sites will be no less than 20 feet wide and have “green space” in between 
sites to keep the rustic feel of the park and to provide campers with space not provided 
when they visit other “parking lot” campgrounds. Campsites will be thoughtfully placed, 
planned and executed by Parks staff to ensure minimal tree cutting occurs and 
placement is considered and executed based on prior planning. 

Campsites at either end of the intended road will be considered for pull through 
campsites where applicable. The goal is to increase the campground by at least 4 of 
this style of site. A pull through campsite allows for the continuous pull through of a 
Camper/RV from access road to access road, to allow for minimal or no backing by the 
operator. These sites are highly desirable by “new campers” who are just learning to 
operate their camping equipment. 

Power placement on campsites 

 Campers who visit the park typically have their electric hook ups on the driver’s 
side middle/rear of their camping trailer. When identifying placement for power 
pedestals this should be incorporated in the plan to maximize the amount of space in 
the campsite and to afford the least opportunity for a collision with the infrastructure 
piece to occur.  

Rustic sites will typically be established first, then later upgraded to electric as funds 
and capital improvements become available. 

Trash 

 Historically, a 55 gallon trash can was placed at each campsite. Each day, staff 
would spend countless hours picking trash up and transporting it to the front of the park 
to deposit in the trash dumpster there. Trash is currently offered toward the front of the 
park near the equipment building which has reduced workplace injuries and made the 
park more efficient. The proposed trash sites will be at the entrance to the newly placed 
road near campsite 12, as well as in front of the equipment building toward the front of 
the park. Dumpsters will be housed in dog ear fence “shadow box” style fences, with a 
poured concrete pad and a man access on the side. The gates on the street side would 
be kept locked and only accessible by trash service personnel and parks staff to reduce 
the prevalent problem of illegal dumping in the park. 
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Permanent waste receptacles are to be installed at the pavilions, in front of the 
bathhouses and at the trailhead entrance. These are to be made of a coated metal, with 
a lifespan ranging from 30-40 years after installation. These would have a small opening 
at the top with a locked access panel on the side for staff to access and remove trash 
can liners daily.  

Water/Sewer 

 EGLE requires 75 gallons per site per day for water & sewer (excluding the 
requested primitive camping site area in the SW corner of the property). These flows will 
have to be calculated using the current infrastructure. If additional drainage fields are 
required, its construction would occur in the ‘Reserved’ area marked in the 2003 
building plans. Construction of this drainage field shall also be included in the 
engineered plans requested. 

The current septic system was connected in 2003 when the new bathhouse was 
constructed, both fields are in excess of twenty years old and are showing signs of age. 
Although replacement may not be the answer, expansion may be to reduce stress from 
the aging system. 

Bathroom improvements 

 Two bathhouses exist on the property; one built in 2003, the other in 1969. Both 
are in need of update and repair. It is the intent of this project to overhaul both 
bathrooms over time to bring them up to acceptable standards, make them 
environmentally friendly by reducing paper products used and offer a sanitary place for 
people to use when they visit the park. 

Education 

 Environmental stewardship is a primary goal of the Parks & Recreation plan. 
Barnes Park affords multiple different types of access to natural features, to include; 
sand dunes, deciduous forest, pine forest, wetlands and Lake Michigan access. The 
area is rich with history, where indigenous peoples lived and traversed the Grand 
Traverse Bay to trade and war. These types of important features are to be tapped into, 
resources pooled within the community to produce an educational program offered to 
visitors and residents through informational sessions, placards or other means to 
communicate and convey history, giving and the philosophy associated with being 
stewards to our environment. 

Invasive species education is paramount as Antrim County is located on one of the 
largest water sheds in Northern America. Protection of the shoreline & invasive species 
removal and best practices are things our youth should be knowledgeable in and Parks 
staff capable of sharing information on. 
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Concept Map 

 


